To: Weber, Rebecca[Weber.Rebecca@epa.gov]
Cc: Algoe-Eakin, Amy]Algoe-Eakin. Amy@epa.gov}
From: Jay, Michael

Sent: Mon 10/19/2015 4.:25:15 PM

Subject: FW: From Saturday's StL P-D

Becky,

FYT, a lot of articles on Westlake came out over the weekend. I'll be briefing Amy AE up on
this today.

Mike Jay

Chief of Atmospheric Programs Section
Air Planning and Development Branch
USEPA R7

913-551-7460

From: Hooper, Charles A.

Sent: Monday, October 19, 2015 11:12 AM
To: Jay, Michael <Jay.Michael@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: From Saturday's StL P-D

Here’s the article link below Lynn’s email. I thought it was in the daily digest but this article
looks like it came out a little later than the digest.

ST.LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

EPA disputes Koster's landfill reports, calls them 'not
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helpful’

October 16, 2015 11:00 pm » By Jacob Barker

Jacob Barker

ibarker@post-dispatch.com

BRIDGETON - As fear grows over a landfill fire smoldering next to a World War ll-era
radioactive waste site, the Environmental Protection Agency is disputing reports that
warn of an elevated threat.

The EPA said it “strongly disagrees” with reports from Missouri Attorney General Chris
Koster that assert the underground fire in Bridgeton Landfill is not under control. The
agency also disagrees with a report indicating radioactive material from the adjacent
West Lake Landfill has been found in vegetation beyond its perimeter fence.

The EPA spoke with the Post-Dispatch Friday after the agency released a report
conducted by a division of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)
that found the contaminated West Lake Landfill posed no exposure risks to the
surrounding community.

“I really want to assure the communities and families in St. Louis that there is no
imminent threat,” EPA spokesman Curtis Carey said.
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EPA’s reassurances come as communities near the burning Bridgeton Landfill worry
that the situation is out of control. Local school officials have sent letters home detailing
emergency plans; St. Louis County government last week released a plan for
responding to the fire's spread. Hundreds of people showed up to a meeting in
Bridgeton Thursday night to learn more about the 5-year-old fire and decades-old
waste.

Last month, Koster released reports from experts hired by his office indicating the fire
was moving toward the radioactively contaminated West Lake Landfill. Koster’s experts
also said some radioactive contamination was found in vegetation and groundwater
outside of the federally regulated Superfund site.

Koster is suing Republic over the burning landfill and its effect on residents and the
environment. He released the reports just days after representatives of landfill owner
Republic Services toured the site with the Post-Dispatch in an effort to demonstrate the
situation is under control.

On Friday, though, the EPA’s Carey took issue with the reports from Koster’s experts
and said some of their descriptions of the landfill fire’s spreading radioactivity should it
reach West Lake were “not helpful.”

“What we are seeing so far in these other reports is we absolutely disagree with them,”
Carey said.

Koster’s office did not respond to requests for comment.

People who reside near the landfills, however, may not take much comfort in the
agency’s latest study. Robbin Dailey, who lives in the Spanish Village subdivision next
to the Bridgeton Landfill, said she had lost faith in the EPA after attending years of
community meetings on the West Lake Landfill.

“Had | not been witness to some of this rhetoric from EPA for several years, | would take
their word verbatim for being the gospel truth,” she said. “But now | know better.”

West Lake Landfill has been contaminated for more than 40 years after a company
illegally dumped material from uranium processing. The EPA has spent more than 20
years studying West Lake, but community concern has grown after the underground fire
in nearby Bridgeton Landfill was discovered.

Republic Services refers to the fire as an underground chemical reaction. It has reached
temperatures in excess of 300 degrees, hotter than normal landfill decomposition
temperatures, but without flames.

Still, it has sent putrid odors wafting over nearby neighborhoods in northwestern St.
Louis County, drawing nuisance lawsuits as well as the one filed by Koster’s office.
Republic Services has since spent millions of dollars installing a landfill cap and gas and
cooling wells meant to control the underground fire.
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Republic Services insists that it has gotten the fire under control and that it is no longer
moving toward the waste. The Phoenix-based waste hauler hopes the fire will burn out
in several years.

But Koster’s office indicated otherwise, citing expert reports that the underground fire
had moved beyond protective infrastructure closer to West Lake.

Republic Services countered Friday, releasing a deposition with one of the state’s
landfill fire experts, Tony Sperling. Koster’s office had cited Sperling’s report for its
contention that the fire had moved beyond infrastructure meant to contain it.

A deposition between Sperling and Republic’s attorneys quotes Sperling as saying the
fire is confined to the southern portion of the Bridgeton Landfill. Sperling also says he
doesn’t know if it is moving toward the radioactive waste.

“If there is movement, it's relatively much slower than it has been in the past,” Sperling
is quoted as saying.

The EPA, too, emphasized nothing indicated the fire was moving towards West Lake.

“There’s no evidence or data to support the conclusion that the (subsurface smoldering
event) is rapidly moving toward the (radiologically impacted material) in West Lake,”
Carey said.

Even if the fire did reach West Lake, Carey said, the reaction isn’'t expected to spread
radioactive material aerially. The EPA disagrees with language in the St. Louis County
emergency plan warning of the “potential for radioactive fallout to be released in the
smoke plume and spread throughout the region.”

“We don’t believe that’s even a worst-case scenario in this situation,” Carey said.

There could be an increase in radon gas if the fire ever reached West Lake, but even
then Carey downplayed any risk to the surrounding community.

“Even if that were to occur, which we don’t believe there’s any indication that it is, there
would be no off-site health risks to the community,” he said.

Much of the HHS report references potential risks to workers on the landfill from inhaling
particulates or radon gas. And while it insists people won’t be exposed to the landfill's
waste, it doesn’t rule out the possibility of groundwater contamination.

Carey acknowledged that groundwater does pose a risk to spreading contamination

from West Lake, and he said the EPA was continuing to work with the U.S. Geological
Survey to monitor groundwater.
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“The reassuring thing here and what the (report) said is that there is no pathway to
drinking water,” Carey said.

Dailey, the Spanish Village resident, said she worries the EPA and other federal
agencies aren’t looking at long-term, low-level exposure.

“When it happens day after day, month after month, for years, that is chronic,” Dailey
said.

Chuck Hooper, CHP
Radiation Safety Officer
EPA Region 7

11201 Renner Boulevard
Lenexa, Kansas 66219
(913) 551-7271 office

Hooper.CharlesA@epa.gov

From: Juett, Lynn

Sent: Saturday, October 17, 2015 9:15 PM

To: Mahler, Tom <mahler.tom@epa.gov>; Hooper, Charles A. <Hooper.CharlesA@epa.gov>
Cc: Vann, Bradley <Vann.Bradley@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: From Saturday's StL P-D

Tom and Chuck - I'd be interested in talking with you about this article when | see
you in the office next week.
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Thank you,

Lynn M. Juett
Office of Regional Administrator/US EPA Region 7
11201 Renner Blvd, Lenexa KS 66219

(913) 551-7883 (d) / (913) 948-1129 (c)

From: Zlatic, Mike [mailto:MZlatic@stlouisco.com]

Sent: Saturday, October 17, 2015 4:10 PM

To: Adkisson, Crystal <CAdkisson@stlouisco.com™>; Anthony, John
<JAnthony@stlouisco.com>; Ayalew, Mihretu <MAvyalew(@stlouisco.com>;
'kim_bakker@ssmhc.com' <kim_bakker@ssmhc.com>; 'cathy boschert@ssmhc.com’

<cathy boschert@ssmhe.com>; Chapman, Michael <MChapman@stlouisco.com>; Curran,
Thomas <TCurran3@stlouisco.com>; Dalidowitz, Lara <LDalidowitz@stlouisco.com>;
'rdaly@stlmsd.com' <rdaly(@stlmsd.com>; Kret, Jennifer <JKret@stlouisco.com>; De Clue,
Rich <RDeClue@stlouisco.com™>; De los Reyes, Michael <MDelosReves@stlouisco.com™>;
Diedrich, Mark <MDiedrich@stlouisco.com™>; Donegan, Kathrina <KDonegan(@stlouisco.com>;
"tiffany .drake@dnr.mo.gov' <tiffany.drake(@dnr.mo.gov>; 'nestopare@stimsd.com’
<nestopare@stlmsd.com™>; 'Susannah.Fuchs@lung.org' <Susannah.Fuchs@lung.org>;
'amyfunk@illinois.edu’ <amyfunk@illinois.edu™>; 'Jonathan.Garoutte@health.mo.gov'
<Jonathan.Garoutte(@health.mo.gov>; 'gary . pondrom@ewgateway.org'
<gary.pondrom@ewgateway.org>; Haasis, John <JHaasis(@stlouisco.com>;
'stephen.hall@dnr.mo.gov' <stephen.hall@dnr.mo.gov>; 'Jeff. Hamilton@Mercy .Net'
<Jeff.Hamilton@Mercy.Net>; 'mhowell@rfpd.org’ <mhowell@rfpd.org>; Khan, Faisal
<FKhan@stlouisco.com>; 'kingcc@slu.edu’ <kingcc@slu.edu>; Kocher, Gregg
<GKocher@stlouisco.com™>; Juett, Lynn <Juett. Lynn@epa.gov>;
'mlavanchy@Pattonvillefd.com' <mlavanchy@Pattonvillefd.com>; LeFebvre, Craig
<CLeFebvre@stlouisco.com™; 'lewistd@SLU .EDU' <lewisrd@SLU.EDU>;
'mike.coulson@ewgateway.org' <mike.coulson@ewgateway.org>; Milward, Mark
<MMilward@stlouisco.com™>; 'dminer@rfpd.org' <dminer@rfpd.org>;
'kyra.moore@dnr.mo.gov' <kyra.moore@dnr.mo.gov>; 'Christopher.Nagel@dnr.mo.gov'
<Christopher. Nagel@dnr.mo.gov>; Pabon, Cassundra <CPabon@stlouisco.con>;
robert.j.pavne.mil@mail.mil; Place, Arletta <APlace@stlouisco.com>; Powers, Glenn
<GPowers@stlouisco.com™>; skip.ricketts@dnr.mo.gov; Rogus, Jeremy
<JRogus@stlouisco.com™>; 'richard.sambolin. mil@mail mil' <richard.sambolin.mil@mail.mil>;
david.l.shanks@boeing.com; 'staylor@stlmsd.com' <staylor@stlmsd.com>; 'rtilley@sccmo.org'
<rtilley(@scemo.org>; 'Joe.trunko@dnr.mo.gov' <joe.trunko@dnr.mo.gov>; Vann, Bradley
<Vann.Bradley@epa.gov>; Wagener, Jeff <JWagener@stlouisco.com>; Whitley, Christopher
<Whitley.Christopher@epa.gov>; Whitlock, Cordell <CWhitlock@stlouisco.com™>; Yates,
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Laura <L Yates@stlouisco.com™; 'Scotts1947@gmail.com' <Scotts1947@gmail.com>;
'wjanelson@att.net' <wjanclson@att.net>; 'jfrierdich@beltservice.com'’
<jfrierdich@beltservice.com™>; 'JohnSteiner@accessus.net' <JohnSteiner(@accessus.net>;
'mmellitz@biosciencestrategies.com' <mmellitz@biosciencestrategies.com™;
'deimig@sbcglobal.net' <deimig@sbceglobal.net>; 'dcandelario@spectrumecycle.com’
<dcandelario@spectrumecycle.com™; 'maryjarcher@aol.com’ <maryjarcher@aol.com>;
"bpearl@marylandheights.com' <bpearl@marylandheights.com™>; 'ronjdarling@gmail.com'
<ronjdarling@gmail.com>; 'skip.mange@att.net' <skip.mange@att.net>; 'etcsteve@yahoo.com’
<etcsteve(@yahoo.com™>; Evans, Erin <Evans.Erin@epa.gov>; Washbum, Ben
<washburn.ben@epa.gov>; Patrick, Sarah <SPatrick@stlouisco.com>; Utz, Katrina
<KUtz@stlouisco.com>; Chapman, Michael <MChapman(@stlouisco.com™>; 'Alesandrini, Mike
(mike.alesandrini(@urs.com)' <mike.alesandrini@urs.com™>; Hampel, Paul
<PHampel@stlouisco.com>

Subject: From Saturday's StL P-D

In case you didn’t see the front page of Saturday’s StL P_D:

http:/fwww stltoday.comvbusiness/local/epa-disputes-koster-s-landfill-reporis-calls-them-not-
helpful/article 6ad8cc35-a5ab-5399-9192-9d4570b097 3. html

Mike

Michael J. Zlatic, PE, CHMM, QEP, REHS

Environmental Administrator

Saint Louis County Department of Public Health

Air Pollution Control, Healthy Homes/Lead, Waste Management Programs
Division of Environmental Protection

6121 North Hanley Road

Berkeley, Missouri 63134

(314) 615-8910 (Office)
(314) 615-8951 (FAX)

e-mail: mzlatic@stouisco.com
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E-MAIL CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The contents of this e-mail message and any attachments are intended solely for the addressee(s) and may
contain confidential and/or legally privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, or if this message has been addressed
fo you in error, please immediately alert the sender by reply e-mail and then delete this message and any attachments. If you are not the intended
recipient, you are notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, copying, or storage of this message or any attachment is strictly prohibited.
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